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The Voices of the Angels  

Dear Angels and Friends, 

Another month is drawing to a close and we are steadily marching forward.  This has been an exciting month, as it brought to 
fruition the hard work and efforts of our Angels across the country to benefit and prepare for the summer and fall months.  

This month, corporate partners like Graingerðwho donated $10,000 for First Response Backpacks for the wounded and then 
provide the volunteer force to assemble themðhave really stepped out of the shadows to make an impact.  Along with 

Grainger, in the Pacific Northwest Applebee's restaurants are hosting a Soldiers' Angels Day from which a percentage of the 
proceeds go to supporting Soldiers' Angels and the regional initiatives within Washington state and Oregon. 

With Independence Day weekend approaching, fast many Angels have fantastic plans to host events and support the troops.   

At the Soldiers' Angels Support Center in San Antonio, on the 30th of June there will be an Independence Day Weekend Kick 

off Party with food, fun and movie night.  This event will involve Grainger and Yamaha Music & Wellness Foundation, who will 

be presenting 10 guitars to wounded warriors, Angels and heroes alike participating in a homemade desert competition, and 
then an exciting patriotic film.  This also will include the presentation of 10 laptops for wounded warriors as part of Proje ct  

Valour-IT to celebrate the start of the Valour -IT online fundraiser July 1st.  

One the same weekend, the Parrotheads of south Florida will be gathering in Naples for a "Red White and Tunes" celebration 

to raise funds for Soldiersô Angels.  In North Dakotaðdespite flooding and on going water level concernsðthere will be a fund-
raiser orchestrated by Soldiers' Angelsô very own Shelle Micheals. 

As the Nation celebrates its independence from the British Crown, we hope that everyone takes a few moments in between 
oohs and ah's of the fireworks to recognize those still fighting under the "rocketsô red glare" and demonstrate their support in 

some fashion.  Be it adopting a soldier, writing a card or just praying for the safe return of those heroes to their families , don't 

miss the chance to participate in what the day truly means and celebrate the spirit of those that inked their names and those  
that paid in blood.  

Most schools are currently not in session, so take advantage of this time to involve our youth in volunteer service projects and 
getting the future leaders of our great nation involved in the cause.  Let us challenge them to help us bring more support an d 

keep supporting our troops part of popular culture!  

God bless our troops and the United States of America!     

Toby J.  Nunn 
Executive Director  

 

Many Angels work hard to spread the word about the importance of being an Angel and supporting the troops.   If sometimes 
it seems those efforts donôt bear fruit, it may just take awhile to develop... 

Tammy Chappel has been an Angel for awhile.   She decided to stretch her 

wings and go into her community and the surrounding area of Meadville, 
Pennsylvania.  Tammy reached out to the Watson Run Presbyterian Church, 

but nothing seemed to have come from it.   

Then, a few months after her efforts in the community and at the church, 

Tammy received this note on June 3rd:   

Dear Tammy,  

Please accept the enclosed check for $65.35 for SOLDIERSô AN-

GELS.  This money was part of funds raised at out church from a 
Tupper ware party and a Bailed Dinner.   

Sincerely, 
 

 Ellen (church treasurer) 

ñThis is the first time this community has officially helped with Soldiersô An-

gels in any way,ò Tammy says.    

Great Angeling, Tammy!  And thank you for reminding us that every little bit 
makes a difference, even if we donôt see the results right away. 

It Just Takes Time...   
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Online Competition Funds Laptops for Wounded Heroes  

As the number of American Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines suffering 

battlefield wounds continues to grow, todayôs economic challenges continue 
to squeeze military support nonprofits.   Soldiersô Angels Project Valour-ITð

which has supplied over 6,000 severely wounded Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
and Marines with adaptive laptops and other devices to aid their recovery 

and reintegrationðis once again addressing that squeeze with a fundraising 
technique it pioneered in 2005: online competition.   

Held July 1-14, the Valour-IT fundraising competition will draw on blogging, 
Facebook, Twitter and other social media to raise money and awareness for 

the needs of wounded troops.   Divided among four ñvirtual teamsò named 

in honor of U.S.  military service branches, participants will also use flyers, 
word-of-mouth and traditional media outlets to spread the word.   The goal 

is to raise at least $100,000, which will meet increased demand for Valour -
IT services through October 2011.   

 ñProject Valour-IT changes lives,ò says Soldiersô Angels founder Patti Pat-
ton-Bader.  ñWounded heroes report that being able to use a laptop helps 

them feel whole again.   Physical therapists are actually designing therapy 
sessions around Wii Sports!  And something as normal as a handheld GPS reduces stress and helps a hero cope.   Itôs just 

amazing what this project does!ò 

Each of the devices Valour-IT supplies helps restore confidence and independence for a wounded hero.   Voice-activated lap-
tops reconnect the wounded with the world and develop self -confidence by showing soldiers they can continue to be engaged 

and productive despite their injuries.   Servicemembers also use the laptops to research their medical care or prepare for a 
post-military career.   Physical therapists report Wii Sports is extremely motivational and beneficial when used in physical the r-

apy settings, and wounded personnel with short -term memory loss due to TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury) and severe PTSD use 
GPS systems to keep from getting lost or disoriented when they move on to more independent living.  

For more information about the fundraising competition, email campaign@soldiersangels.org or visit soldiersangels.org.   All 
funds raised go directly to wounded troops with no overhead costs removed, and requests for support are vetted through case 

managers.   

To join a fundraising team as a blogger or webmaster, email a team leader: Air Force - greyhawk@mudvillegazette.com; Army 
- pear_sniper at yahoo.com; Marines - howlsatmoon@gmail.com; Navy - cdrsalamander at hotmail.com 

 

 

 

http://soldiersangels.org/project-valour-it.html
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Another Brotherôs Mother 

What started in a city in Alaska is slowly 
spreading to the ñLower 48.ò Over the 
next few newsletters you will read about 
some amazing work in Alaska... 

For people in the Armed Forcesð

whatever branch of serviceðin theory 
they have two families.   Service members 

say their fellow warriors are ñbrothers 
from another mother.ò  And so, if you 

were to ask any mom of any service 

member how she feels towards her son or 
daughterôs fellow service members or any 

other service member, the answer would 
most likely be that she is ñMomò to all of 

them. 

ñI have been very busy,ò posted Alaskan 

military mom and Soldiersô Angel Katlynn 
Thompson on the Angel Forum not too 

long ago.   ñWe do not have a Fisher House in Fairbanks, nor do we have any 

type of vet housing.   We do have the Fairbanks rescue mission (homeless shelter), but nothing for vets, so that means in 
forty-nine of the fifty states there is  some kind of housing for our veterans, but not in Alaska.ò 

On occasion, things do happen for a reasonðone night a momsô movement began by accident at the Fairbanks VFW (Veterans 
of Foreign Wars).  ñI thank God I went to the VFW that night,ò Katlynn says.   ñI was feeling so alone with my son gone; God 

must have seen this and He put the two together!ò   

Katlynn was at the bar in the VFW when a hero came in and ended up asking the bartender if he knew of a place a veteran 

could go for emergency housing (other than the rescue mission).   Knowing of Katlynn and her involvement with Soldiersô An-
gels, the bartender looked in her direction, as if to say, ñYouôre needed.ò  That single question and the unspoken answer 

started a momsô movement called Another Brotherôs Mother.   

ñAs the leader of Alaska soldiers Moms, And a soldiers angelé.I knew this look,ò says Katlynn.   ñI went over to the young sol-
dier and asked him if he was from Alaska.   He was!! I then told him, ñI am the mother of one of your other brothers.   My 

soldier son is deployed right now.   I have a room at my house ðmy sonôs room.   If you donôt mind staying with a soldier 
brotherôs mom, I think you can come stay with me if you like.   He smiled and said óYES!! I would like that very much.ôò 

That simple conversation cascaded into an amazing show of what a motherôs love can do.   ñI had an empty room, as my sol-
dier son was at war and I now had a soldier to fill it!  It was a win -win,ò Katlynn recalls in disbelief.   ñThe soldier got a place 

to stay; I got to cook a big meal again!!ò  

So who did the VFW call the next time a hero needed a place to stay? ñWhen I got an-

other call, my friend in North Pole Alaska took that one.   Then a lot of the mothers of 

soldiers heard what we did, and they wanted to help too.  We have done this 179 times 
in Alaska, Katlynn says. 

When Katlynnôs son Terran calls home to talk to his mom, he also asks, ñHow many 
brothers do I have this week, Mom?ò This time when Terran call she will tell him that he 

has a sister.   

Katlynn has this to say about how others can follow her example, ñLet it be known with 

churches and local VFWs and VAs.  that you want to take in a soldier who might need a 
placeé then just sit back and watch the love grow!  Thatô s how we do itðthe power of 

a mothers love.   See, I did not help them; they helped me!ò  Her son tells her guests, 

ñTake care of our mom till I get home!ò 

Another Brotherôs Mother assists both veterans and active duty personnel.   ñThe home-

less vet problem is a big one and we have had active duty, too,ò Katlynn explains.   
ñSome just need a place for a few days, like the three Marines needed a place until till a 

pay snafu got fixed.ò continued next page...  

 

Dustin, the guest who inspired  
Another Brotherôs Mother. 

The birthplace of Another Brotherôs Mother 
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Another Brotherôs Mother...continued . 

Since Katlynnôs original posting on the Soldiersô Angels forum about Another Brotherôs Mothers,  she has received several 

phone calls and emails from Angels with names and phones of people from across the country who would like to help.  ñIf you 
are interested in helping a homeless vet with housing in a loving home in your town in the Lower 48, I am compiling a list,ò 

Katlynn says. 
 

When your children are little moms usually carpooled along with took care of their childrenôs friends with  camp, or baseball 
games, we took turns with sleep overs and cookie sales! Car washes for class trips! and send off parties.   Just because 

ñAmericaôs Childrenò are all grown up and serving  their country doesnôt mean they donôt need a motherôs love.  ñThe answer 
to the homeless vet.  just might be found in the hearts of the Momôs!ò says Katlynn. 

Katlynnôs Reasons Active Duty  Service Members 

May Need a Safe Place to Stay  

1. Just moved to new base and not 

yet assigned a barracks  

2. Marriage problems, a domestic 

fight or displacement 

3. Financial problems, lack of 

money for many reasons 

4. Vacated current place in prepa-

ration for deployment, need 

place to stay till leaving 

5. The unexpected 

 

Regardless of the reasons, from time 

to time the active duty soldier might 

need a place to stay.   We have 

been blessed to be able to help 

them.   

Thank you Katlynn for sharing this wonderful story, and keep up the AWESOME Angeling! 
If you are in Fairbanks and interested in helping email or call Katlynn at  

miss_katlynn@yahoo.com  or (907) 451 -1917 and ask for Mrs.  Thompson .  

 

SoldiersAngels.Sale.com:  Big Deals Mean Big Donations  

Thanks to a partnership with Sale.com, Soldiersô Angels has an amazing new way you 

can support the troops simply by saving money.   

Modeled on the highly-successful social sales site Groupon, Sale.com has created a spe-

cial page for Soldiersô Angels with steep discounts on products and services, and 25% of 
net revenue donated to Soldiersô Angels.   Sale.com was founded by the same person 

who created GI Bracelet, which raised $140,000 for various military charities (including 
$70,000 for Soldiersô Angels). 

To access amazing deals while helping Soldiersô Angels support Americaôs heroes, visit 
http://soldiersangels.sale.com/?source=_w300 and sign up for the daily deal email to 

have an additional 5% donated to Soldiersô Angels.   Be sure that you continue go to 

soldiersangels.sale.com when making future purchases. 

Please spread the word about this exciting opportunity by email, blog, forum, Facebook, 
etc.  Itôs a great way to support the troops and save a bunch of money at the same time!  
What could be better? 

http://soldiersangels.sale.com/
http://soldiersangels.sale.com/
http://soldiersangels.sale.com/?source=_w300
http://soldiersangels.sale.com/
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Honoring A Hometown Hero  

Juneôs Soldiersô Angels Newsletter featured ñDog Tags,ò 
the story of a pair of dog tags, a fallen hero, his fellow 
soldiers and of courseé an Angel.  The fallen hero was 
Sergeant Robert J.  Barrett and his angel was Kim Wag-
ner. 

The River Falls Main Post Office in River Falls, Massachu-
setts decided to dedicate their main office building in 

honor and in the memory of SGT Robert J Barrett and 
invited his Angel, our Kim Wanger, to attendé and more. 

Not only was the dedication ceremony on a beautiful 

sunny Sunday, but it was the Sunday of Memorial Day 
weekend.   ñWhat a fitting time to do such an incredible 

honor,ò exclaims Kim.   That Sunday afternoon there was 
a breeze, but it was warm and the sun was shining 

brightly.  

ñThe Patriot Guard was there to share their NEW flag 

they had made in memory of the fallen heroes, and to 
present it to Rob's parents,ò Kim recalls and adds that it 

was very emotional.   ñEveryone from Rob's unit was 

there, all the guys that I had only talked to online and 
through letters and packagesé all in uniform, all in one 

spot to dedicate the building and honor their brother lost 
in Afghanistan.ò 

Dedication ceremonies or military funerals usually in clued a special section for state dignitaries, other political or publi c fig-
ures, military personnel and (of course) family to sit.  The dedication of the main post office in honor of SGT Barrett was n o 

exception, although there was one thing that was different.  As usually there were seats reserved for the state and govern-
ment dignitaries.   Close to their seats was one that said, ñKim Wagner- Soldiersô Angels.ò  When Kim saw her name reserved 

on a chair, ñit brought a tear to my eyes to know that 

his family thought that highly of me to invite me to 
speak that day.ò 

Specialist Asia Allen, who was deployed in Afghani-
stan, but served in a different unit from SGT Barrett, 

wrote a poem and left it at SGT Barrettôs gravesite 
and Kim read that poem at the dedication ceremony.   

It was a very moving and inspiring experience for her.   
ñAs I sat and listened to everyone speak about Rob, 

and what he meant to them, our city, and of course to 

his family and friends...I couldnôt help but feel so 
proud to have been his Soldiers' Angel, and to con-

tinue to be an Angel to all his comrades,ò she recalls.   

After everyone was done speaking, the music was 

done playing and the dedication ceremony was com-
ing to a close, something happened that Kim will 

never forget.   ñHis parents released a few white 
doves and pigeons into the blue sky,ò she recalls.   

ñBut one decided to sit right over the podium on the 

building ledge...as if to say...I AM HERE!ò 

Kim had this message for her fellow Angels: ñI will say 

that no matter if you hear from the hero you've 

Thank you, Kim, for sharing this very 
touching story and moment.   SGT Bar-

rett you will never  be forgotten!  
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Angel Builders Honor Veterans  

Shortly before Memorial Day 2010, Soldiersô Angel VA Team 

Leader Martha Neyman received a phone call from the man-
ager of Clayton Homes in Denison, Texas.   He was calling to 

see if they could get together to discuss putting on a special 
event in honor of the Veterans in their area.  

Held the weekend before Veterans Day 2010, the event was 
such a success that they repeated their event this year.    

With a full year to plan, amazing things were accomplished.   
ñWe were fortunate to have lots of advertising go out about 

the event this year,ò says Martha.   ñOur local TV station ran 

an ad, which we filmed two weeks prior to the event with 
employees of Clayton and me inviting people to come out to 

join us.ò  A local radio station did PSAs at no charge and Mar-
tha paid to have PSAs run on the local cable channels.   ñWe 

have a local print shop that is owned by a Veteran and he 
donated the flyers we posted and mailed out, at no charge to 

us.ò 

Any and all veterans and their families were welcome at this 

yearôs day-long event, including a free lunch.   Each guest 

who brought an item to be shipped to our deployed troops 
received a ticket for door prizes.   The Red River Military Vehicle Preservation Club brought several vehicles and displayed 

items used in previous wars and wo bands donated their services to entertain the crowd.   In addition, a Soldiersô Angels infor-
mation table was setup, where financial donations were accepted, an a young lady was on-hand to offer face -painting.   Clay-

ton Homes itself provided a banner for everyone to sign, which will be sent to one of the medical units that Soldiersô Angels 
supports that is currently deployed in Afghanistan.  

Martha and Clayton Homes reached out to the community for door prizes and received some amazing donations.   ñThis year 
the donations included a new living room suite, range, microwave, gas cards from a local distributor, hand carved cane, do-

nated by a Veteran, Hair Cut, Shampoo & Style, and Restaurant Cards,ò Martha says.   ñCommunity businesses also helped by 

providing paper products, drinks (soda & water), condiments, chips, hamburger and hotdog buns, etc.ò  Even porta-potties 
and a bounce house were donated by the community.    

Martha was thrilled to be able to work with Clayton Homes and their employees, ñClayton Homes, Denison, and their employ-
ees work so hard to make sure this was a successful event, and truly support our veterans as well as our deployed troops.   I t 

is an honor and privilege to work alongside these fine people.ò 

 

 

  

Thank you to Martha for some awesome Angeling, and a special thank you to  
Clayton Homes ðDenison for supporting our veterans.  
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About two months ago, short announcement was made on the Soldiersô Angels Newsletter Facebook Page that the Erie VA 
Hospital asked the Angels of Pennsylvania to put on a monthly Birthday Bash for veterans.   The first of many Birthday Bashes 
was last month.   Hereôs an ñafter action report...ò 

Juneôs Birthday Party Bash was a huge success! Pennsylvania  Angels Tammy Chappel, Jill and Ron, along with junior Angels 
Alexandra and Micayla brought some joy to twelve veterans.   ñWe took cards to the veterans whose birthdays were within the 

month,ò Tammy reports. 

After some cake and ice cream, which was supplied by the veterans hospital itself, it was time to play some bingo! Some of 

the veterans came to the event just to play bingo with the Angels.   ñWe handed out prizes to those who the winners, such as 
chips and crackers donated by Angels,ò Tammy says. 

Juneôs Birthday Bash and bingo event was such a success that they are already planning one for JulyðThursday, July 14, 2011 

at 2pm at the Erie VA Hospital.   To make these monthly birthday party bashes a continued success, your help is needed with 
cards, gifts or prizes.   If you can assist, please contact Tammy at 814 -694-6874 or cncpa2@gmail.com. 

Birthday Bash  

Six Months of Christmas -  Hot Drinks  

Each month from June to December of 2011, Soldiersô Angels is focusing on collecting one 
component of our Wrapped in Holiday Spirit care packages to help 130,000 deployed he-
roes have a great Holiday Season this winter! 

This month we are collecting hot chocolate and cider packets for the troops.   It 
gets cold in the mountains of Afghanistan, and nights in the deserts of Iraq are chilly, too.   

For our deployed heores, a cup of warm chocolatey goodness or savory cider is a reminder 
of home that warms both body and spirit.  

From special gourmet flavors to your favorites as a kid, from 1 packet to 100, all kinds of 
hot chocolate or cider packets are welcome.   Just make sure they are individually-marked 

and the just -add-water style.  

Please ship your gift of instant hot chocolate or cider for the troops to any address below:  

 Soldiers' Angels Soldiers' Angels Soldiers' Angels 

 Six Months of Christmas Six Months of Christmas Six Months of Christmas 
 4408N PanAm Exprwy 1792 E Washington Blvd 112 Greenhill Rd 

 San Antonio, TX 78218  Pasadena, CA 91104 Ramseur, NC 27316 

Six Months of Christmas is a great project of the month for a youth group, classroom, 

community organizations or church, etc, with members bringing one item per month or per 
meeting.   Ambitious volunteers are also invited to coordinate an event/drive to raise a 

particular monthôs item (for help and support in planning a local Six Months of Christmas event, please email 
events@soldiersangels.org).   

For more information about Six Months of Christmas (including future items to be collected), visit SoldiersAngels.org and click 
on ñSix Months of Christmasò at the top of the page. 

 

mailto:cncpa2@gmail.com
http://soldiersangels.org/holidays-for-heroes.html
mailto:events@soldiersangels.org?subject=Six%20Months%20of%20Christmas
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Angelic Teens Take San Antonio  

Two hundred San Antonio-area teens 

from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints descended on McGimsey Boy 

Scout Park last Saturday with Soldiers' 
Angels to stuff hygiene packs for wounded 

troops.   They arrived complete with at 
least 3,000 each of toothpaste, deodor-

ant, small cans of shaving cream, razors 
and tissue packs that they had collected 

from their churches within the last month.   

In addition, regional grocery store HEB 
donated 3,000 packets of shaving cream. 

After months of planning, it took just two 
hours for the teens to pack 3200 hygiene 

bags for First Response Backpacks for the 
wounded, exhibiting a character that 

greatly impressed Soldiersô Angels Pro-
gram Manager Lance Dowd, ñThey are a 

good, kind-hearted group of young men 

and women,ò Dowd recalled, ñvery re-
spectful and diligent.   I had a good feel-

ing being around kids like that.ò 

The event was part of the LDS annual 

local youth conference attended by about 
800 teenagers.   Each conference includes 

service projects and this year Soldiersô 
Angels was chosen as one of the confer-

ence partners. 

Local youth group counselor Matthew coordinated with Dowd and was grateful for the opportunity given the teen participants.   
ñThey thought it was a great opportunity to do something for the troops,ò he said.   ñThe youth were able to learn a lot about 

Soldiersô Angels and a make a connection with the soldiers who are fighting for us.ò 

In addition to the 3200 complete packs, several thousand individual hygiene items were left over and will be included in Vet 

Packs and care packages in coming days.  The hygiene kits prepared by the students should fulfill First Response Backpack 
requests through the end of the year.  

Thank you all for your generosity, hard work and great example to America!  

 

http://soldiersangels.org/first-response-backpacks.html
http://soldiersangels.org/veterans-support.html
http://soldiersangels.org/veterans-support.html

