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Voice of the Angels 
Dear Friends and Angels, 
 

November has been a month of fast-flying and 

hard-hitting firsts. We opened the month with 

strong movements, preparing and executing sev-

eral large events for Veterans Day. These in-

cluded hospital visits in VA's across the country, 

laptops presented to 130 needy and deserving 

veterans and wounded warriors, as well as taking 

time to thank our nationõs veterans in several 
different ways. I myself missed some of these 

events as I was on a special Angel Mission to Iraq, 

along with a long-time supporter and Gold Star 

Father. I look forward to telling this story in more 

depth in the upcoming months, so you can expect 

to hear about this amazing undertaking by some 

very special Angels from behind the scenes in this 

touching effort. 
 

In addition to growing our veteran initiatives, 

some of us are engaged in growing our facial hair. 

I admit that when I first got out of the Army, the 
first thing on my "to don't" list was shaving, and   

Continued, page 3 
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...Thatõs the motto of the National Guard, Amer-

icaõs òCitizen Soldiers.ó  The National Guard is 

the oldest branch of service within the American 

Armed Forces.  Before being known as either the 

National Guard or Citizen Soldiers, they were a 

militia group;  Early Settlers felt threatened by the 

Native Americans, so they created what is now 

known as the National Guard on December 

13,1636.   
 

Word soon spread like wildfire about the militia, 

whose participants became known as Citizen 

Soldiers throughout the settlements and colonies, 

and more and more citizens decided to become 

Citizen Soldiers.  In April of 1775, the shot heard 

ôround the world involved the militias, as they 

defended their rights to bear arms.  The Citizen 

Soldiers also beat the British at their own game in 

a cow pasture and, a few months later at York-

town, it was the Citizen Soldiers who helped win 

the war as the British finally surrendered and 

America earned her independence. 
 

The National Guard has been involved in every 

conflict in which Americans have officially fought, 

even those before the birth of this nation. They 

have also taken part in humanitarian missions 

such as the aftermath of Katrina, the earthquake 

in Haiti, and most-recently when Hurricane Irene 

flooded New York state. 
 

In 2005, over 50,000 National Guard troops re-

sponded in support of the Gulf States following 

Hurricane Katrina.  Since the terrible events of 

September 11, 2001, over 50,000 Guardsmen and 

women have been called to duty by both their  

Continued, page 2 

On December 13, the National Guard celebrates 
its 375th birthday.  Happy Birthday!  



During the holiday season, the thoughts of manu 

patriotic Americans are rightly on those serving 

in war zones, heroes who are far away from 

family and the comforts of home. But right next 

door are many other American heroes separated 

from their ònormaló livesé 
 

These heroes are veterans staying in hospitals 

and care centers across the country due to ill-

ness or infirmity.  Sometimes they are far away 
from any family, andñlike their brothers and 

sisters at warñthey need to know they have not 

been forgotten during these celebrations.   With 

just a few minutes out of your busy holidays, you 

can make sure they know they are loved and 

remembered! 
 

There are many ways for any Angel to get in-

volved in your local VA facility that provide maxi-

mum impact for minimal time.  First, find your 

nearest facility, then pick an option of support: 
 

¶ Snacks & Goodies - drop off unopened, 

store-bought cookies/snacks, tea and coffee 

for patients and staff 

¶ Greeting Cards - drop off hand-signed, UN-

sealed greeting cards addressed to "Dear 

Veteran" and "Dear Hero" for distribution 

during the facility's holiday parties 

¶ Small Gifts - Drop off UNwrapped new and 

handmade gifts for patients (the staff will 

hold wrapping parties), such as:  

¶ warm, festive socks or knit caps for 

both men and women 

¶ small holiday decorations 

¶ paperback books 

¶ puzzle books such Sudoku, cross-

words, word play, etc (incl. large print) 

¶ lotions and other high-quality hygiene 

items for both men and women 

¶ afghans and wraps, wheelchair bags, 

etc.--click here for ideas 

¶ any other safe and comfortable item 

that might be appropriate for a veteran 

in a hospital-type situation--if you are 

unsure about an item, email veter-

ans@soldiersangels.org for advice. 

¶ Baked Goods - sometimes facilities 

with which the Veterans Team has a 

relationship will accept home-baked 

goods.  Before baking, email veter-

ans@soldiersangels.org with the name 

of the facility you would like to sup-

port, and they will help you direct your 

yummy homemade food. 

¶ Angel Volunteers are needed year-

round!  The patients just love to meet An-

gels who bring joy with their kindness and 

the change-of-pace of having a visitor.  For 

more info, keep readingé 
 

Year-round, Angels who participate in the VA 

Support Team visit patients, plan monthly parties 

or birthday celebrations, and assistant patients in 

a variety of other ways.  They make a powerful 

impression on patients and staff, and often find 

themselves blessed as well.  To read more and 

get involved, click here!
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Right next door are 
many American he-

roes separated from 
family and home.  

Indiana National 
Guard 1st Lt. Matt 

Hygema hugs his wife 
Christine after return-
ing home from deploy-

ment to Iraq, Nov 28. 
(from dvidshub.net)  

Veterans Need Holiday Love, Too! 

òThese heroes 

are veterans 

staying in 

hospitals and 

care centers 

across the 

country due to 

illness or 

infirmity.ó 

This December 13 is the Guardõs 375th birthday.  

Throughout those 375 years they have shown 

that they are truly òAlways ready, always there!  

For this, everyone at Soldiersõ Angels wishes the 

National Guard a happy birthday.  To all of the 

Guardõs heroes: òThank you for the sacrifices 

you have made and continue to make!ó 
 

For more information about the National Guard 

visit www.ng.mil or watch a video about the 
National Guard here.  

state and federal governments to provide secu-

rity at home and combat terrorism abroad. Tens 

of thousands of them are serving today in com-

bat and support roles in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 

Once again, the National Guard is making history 

as it continues to meet its dual mission of pro-

viding to the states units trained and equipped to 

protect life and property, while providing to the 

nation units trained, equipped and ready to de-
fend the United States and her interests (that 

mission now includes the Air National Guard). 

Always Ready (continued from pg 1) 

http://www.va.gov/landing2_locations.htm
http://soldiersangels.org/crochet-craft.html
http://soldiersangels.org/veterans-support.html
http://soldiersangels.org/veterans-support.html
http://www.ng.mil
http://dld.bz/aydBR


my small act of defiance resulted in a pretty ugly 

beard. Since that short-lived rebellion I have 

tried to maintain a better appearanceé until 

now. Board of Trustees member Nick Palmis-

ciano, along with Tim Kennedy and Brian Stann, 

launched Stache Bash 2011.  I accepted the chal-

lenge and have been growing a caterpillar-like 

object on my upper lip, along with board mem-

bers Ricky John, Rich Lowe and Mark Seavey. 

We have raised some money and will go strong 
until the Army-Navy game on December 10. 
 

This time of year is truly the most hectic in 

terms of fulfillment, and the warehouse in San 

Antonio, the Pasadena office and CauseKeepers 

in North Carolina have been working long hours 

getting packages ready, postage in place and ship-

ping to our heroes on the front lines and globally 

deployed. With the draw-down and exit from 

Iraq (that if I didn't see it with my own eyes, I 

would not have believed), we will reach those 

with the most need faster this year than last. I 

am so very proud of the efforts and events for 

the holidays held by our Angels that I have been 

able to see and follow.  I am so deeply 

touchedñit was these very same acts of kind-

ness that brought Soldiers' Angels into my life 

and made it too intoxicating to leave. 
 

In early November 2007 I was a platoon sergeant 

in the US Army, leading a large group of infantry-

men like myself. We had an element that was 

twice its normal size due to the mission assign-

ment and I was unable (within my own family 

budget) to provide all my guys with Christmas 

stuff.  Jean Paul Borda and I used our collective 
contacts and writing powers to reach out for 

help.  Several answered the requests; all were 

Soldiers' Angels, and Patti Patton Bader re-

sponded personally.  Next thing I knew, we had a 

tree, JP's mom had special decorations, long-time 

Angels Wendy and Sherri sent amazingly 

thoughtful gifts, and Patti ensured everyone was 

appropriately covered. These thoughtful and 

caring responses have endeared òyõalló to me and 

many of my guys, and you will forever have my 

gratitude. Thank you, Angels, for your special 

hearts, love, kindness and support.  Lets make 

this a spectacular end to another amazing year! 
 

Toby J. Nunn 

Soldiersõ Angels Executive Director 

1) Send your UNsealed cards in bulk envelopes to 

Soldiersõ Angels.  They will be included in Holi-

day gifts for wounded warriors and hand-

delivered at major military medical centers and 

VA facilities across the country: 
 

Soldiers' Angels 

Cards for Wounded 

1792 E Washington Blvd 

Pasadena, CA 91104  
 

OR 
 

Soldiers' Angels 

Cards for Wounded 

4408 N PanAm Exprwy 

San Antonio, TX 78218  
 

2) Join the Wounded TLC Team.  This group of 

Angel volunteers regularly sends support to he-

roes recovering from illnesses and wounds at 

military hospitals and veteransõ centers. 
 

Please help us spread the word about the right 

way to send a card to a heroñcut down on the 

waste of time and money from cards errone-

ously sent to Walter Reed!  Let's make sure that 

our holiday wishes get to the heroes who need 

them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some erroneous info is making the rounds! 
 

Cards sent to òA Recovering American 

Soldieró at Walter Reed will NOT  reach a 

wounded hero.    In fact, Walter Reed recently 

combined facilities with the National Naval Medi-

cal Center at Bethesda and doesnõt even exist at 

the address often associated with messages you 

might receive that tell you to send cards to "A 

Recovering American Soldier." 
 

If you would like to reach a wounded hero 

this Holiday Season, there are two great 

options  to ensure your card gets to a hero who 

needs to know someone cares (Please avoid 

sending anything with glitter--it gets everywhere, 

of course, even in wounds and bandages!). 
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How to Send Cards to a Wounded Hero 

Cards sent to Walter 
Reed without a specific 

name in the address 
will be rejected and 

eventually returned to 

the sender.   

Executive Director 
Toby Nunn (left) is 

participating in Stache 
Bash, an effort to raise 
money and awareness 

for Soldiersõ Angels 
through Mixed Martial 
Arts stars and fans.  

òThank you, 

Angels, for your 

special hearts, 

love, kindness 

and support.ó 

Voice of the Angels (continued from pg 1) 

soldiersangels.org/wounded-tlc-team.html


Angels across the country got busy with last monthõs 

suggestion to collect Halloween candy for the troops.  

Hereõs one of many successful storiesé 
 

Hi Marie, 
  

I wanted to thank you, Melissa and Nency for 

your support of our candy collection drive.  We 

collected $500 in cash, and over 500 bags of 

candy, which totaled 427 pounds!!!! 
  

After shipping our candy, we should have around 

$200 in a monetary donation for Soldiers Angels.  

We do expect a few more candy donations and 

maybe a little more money. 
  

As the Faculty Advisor to the K-Kids, I would 

especially like to thank Nency for the wonderful 

hour she spent with my kids.  The kids saw her 

as a Princess!!!  She made cards with them, 

posed for a myriad of photos, signed autograph 

after autograph and even let the girls wear her 

sash. 
  

Below is the press release we are sending out to 

our state Kiwanis website, the Levittown & EM 

Patch and the EM herald and Levittown Tribune.  
  

Yours in service, 

  

Rich Santer 
 

Levittown & East Meadow K -Family  

Collect Candy for US Troops  
 

The Levittown and East Meadow Kiwanis Clubs 

joined their sponsored K-Kids, Builders Clubs 

and Key Clubs to collect candy for US Troops 

through a partnership with Soldiersõ An-

gels.  Soldiersõ Angels is a nation-wide 501c(3) 

charity that supports active duty US soldiers 

through care packages and support for military 

families. 
 

Levittown Kiwanian Matt Walsh first brought 

Soldiersõ Angels to his 

Kiwanis Clubõs atten-

tion.  Working with Matt, 

Service Leadership Chair 

Rich Santer suggested 

Mattõs suggestion for a 

candy drive become a K-

Family project in honor of 
Kiwanis Internationalõs 

celebration of K-Family 

Month during Novem-

ber.  Unfortunately, Mattõs 

sudden and untimely death 

on Oct. 25 put the project 

in jeopardy. 

 

To honor Mattõs memory, Santer and Club Presi-

dent Ann Torcivia pressed forward to see Mattõs 

vision for this project through.  With the help of 

the East Meadow Kiwanis Club, the candy collec-

tion was expanded to an additional location in 

East Meadow and the Bowling Green K-Kids and 

WT Clarke Builders Club volunteered to collect 

at the EM Walgreens. 
 

In all, candy collections were held at 4 locations 
on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 10:30AM-

2:30PM.  Thanks to CVS-Levittown, Rite Aid-

Levittown, Stop & Shop-Levittown and Wal-

greens-East Meadow for allowing us to collect 

outside their stores. 
 

The K-Family volunteers received visits and sup-

port from Nassau County Legislator Norma 

Gonsalves, Town Clerk Mark Bonilla, Soldiersõ 

Angels Coordinator Marie Wheeler-Nicholson 

and 2011 Ms. New York Nency Escamilla. 
 

The Bowling Green K-Kids were especially ex-

cited to meet Ms. New York who made holiday 

cards for the soldiers with the K-Kids.  She also 

signed autographs and let each girl try on the Ms. 

New York sash. 
 

òThis drive was a huge success!  We honored 

Matt in a manner fitting with his incredible dedi-

cation to service.  Matt was a veteran, member 

of the American Legion and a great Kiwanian 

who enjoyed serving as Kiwanis Advisor to the 

Wisdom Lane Builders Club and as co-chair of 

Levittownõs Terrific Kids program.  Today, the 

entire K-Family came out for our troops and to 

honor Matt,ó beamed Service Leadership Chair 

Rich Santer who coordinated the project to 

honor Mattõs memory. 
 

Over 500 bags of candy totaling 427 lbs. were 

donated.  In addition, shoppers donated over 

$500 to cover shipping and provide additional 

support to Soldiersõ Angels and its mission. 

òWe collected 

$500 in cash, 

and over 500 

bags of candy 

which totaled 

427 pounds!!!!ó 
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Ms. New York 2011, 
Nency Escamilla, 

joined a local Kiwanis 
Club in soliciting candy 
for the troops, giving 

K-Kids Publicist Dan-
ielle Hallett a chance 
to try on her sash.  

K-Kids & Builders Club 
are Kiwanis Club pro-

grams for elementary 
and middle school 
students (Kiwanis 

Clubs promote service 
in their communities).  

NY Kiwanis Clubs Team up for Troops 



America didnõt start officially remembering its fallen 

heroes until 1921, two years after the WWI Armi-

stice. Veteransõ Dayñthen called Armisticeñwas a 

day of observance on both sides of the Atlantic ocean 

in the 1920õs.  However, it wasnõt until 1938 that 

Veteransõ Day was a legal holiday in America! 
 

If you could compare Veterans Day celebrations 

of 2011 to years past, it might be mind-blowingly 

AMAZING!  From the first televised college 
basketball game played on U.S.S. Carl Vinson, to 

the NFL and the USAA introducing the Salute to 

Service Award to recognize 

NFL coaches, players and 

staff for excellence in military 

appreciation efforts, every-

one was all-out.  Even Miller 

Coors launched a program 

called the Miller High Life.  

The basketball game took 

two years of planning, filled 

with sports celebrities and 

famous politicians, military 

traditions and of course tons 

of basketball actionñeven 

the referees themselves were 

veterans! 
 

Amazing Veterans Day events were evident 

among Soldiersõ Angels as well, especially in Vir-

ginia.  On Veteransõ Day weekend (Saturday, 

November 12), Community Network Coordina-

tor Jacqueline Stein and her Angels got together 

and held a massive bake sale in front of their 

local Giant Foods grocery store to raise money 

to ship holiday care packages.  òWe also col-

lected many items/stocking stuffers from people 

who went in the store and bought things for our 

troops,ó Jacqueline adds.  In just one day, they 

raised $400, plus the donated items.  òDue to 

the enormous amount of baked goods from all 

the volunteers and Angels (especially Angels 

Robin, Cindy & Barbara), another bake sale was a 

must,ó Jacqueline exclaimed.  
 

A second bake sale was 

held on November 14 

and raised $300 more 

dollars! 

 

Bake Sales werenõt the 
only thing on Jacque-

lineõs agenda for Veter-

ans Day weekend.  The 

Black Knights (1-5 Cav-

alry) are scheduled to 

return home from their 

tour in Iraq.  Led by 

Jacqueline, Angels from Northern Virginia, Mary-

land and Southern Pennsylvania joined forces  to 

ensure that every single Black Night will receive 

either a Welcome Home or Christmas card. òI 

have over 2,000 Christmas cards coming in,ó she 

reports.  òI have two churches helping out and 

gathering donations and items, a local fire station 

helping, and companies all over Northern VA,  

Western WV, Southern MD and Southern PA 

sending cards and collecting donations as well.ó  
Sixty of the 2,000 cards were signed and sent 

into Jacqueline by from "Loudoun Do Something 

Now Club" at Woodgrove 

High School in Purceville, VA.    
 

The Virginia Angels didnõt stop 

there.  Jacqueline reports: 

òAngel Sandy was able to go to 

Wegmans in Leesburg, VA the 

day after Halloween to ask 

them how they could help out 

SA and our troops.  The man-

ager there surprisingly said he 

would donate everything that 

was left over from Halloween!ó  

The Halloween candy filled 14 

large banana boxes with bags and bags of candy. 

òNo Halloween candy was left in Wegmans 

when Sandy exited the shopping center's parking 

lot,ó  Jacquline exclaims.  òCindy was also able to 

get us a $50 gift card from Wegmans in Sterling, 

VA and a $25 gift card from the Target as well.  I 

was able to get a $25 one from my Target 

in Leesburg, VA, and the manager at Rite Aide 

donated $75 worth of care items for our 

troops.ó 
 

In just a three-day span Jacqueline and her Angels 

raised $700, received bunches of donated items 

for care packages, 638 bags of candy (445 lbs.) 

and 2,000 signed cards for the 600 + heroes this 

amazing band of Angels supports. 
 

What an extraordinary group of Angels! 

No Halloween 

candy was 

left...when 

Sandy exited 

the shopping 

center's  

parking lot.ó 
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Virginia is for Veterans 

A grocery store man-
ager donated 45 

pounds of òleftoveró 
Halloween candy to 
Virginia Angels over 

the Veterans Day 
weekend.  

Virginia Angels raised 
$700 in two days by 

conducting bake sales 
outside of two differ-
ent grocery stores 

during the weekend of 
Veterans Day.  



Usually itõs Angels who surprise their heroes, but 

sometimes heroes find a way to surprise their Angels 

as wellñsuch as with an American flag in their An-

gelõs name, or a pin, a challenge coin, etc.  But this 

gift from a soldier might be a first... 
 

òThis had been the second deployment that I 

was supporting him through.  During the first 

one he sent me a flag that had been flown in 

Iraq,ó Angel Karyn Maviano explains.  òHe kept 
saying that he wanted to do something that 

would ôtopõ that. I told him that there was noth-

ing that could, and there was nothing that I 

needed other than to have our soldiers come 

home safe!ó  
 

The hero who surprised Karyn with a flag that 

first deployment was then-1SGTGehring. But he 

didn't stop thereñhe sent Karyn, a mini "T" wall 

with a hand-painted Soldiers Angels Logo on the 

front and an expression of thanks on the back.  

After being promoted to Master Sergeant he 

sent her his 1SGT pin in appreciation. 
 

Any Angels would beside themselves upon re-

ceiving any of those òThank yousó from a heroé 

so what do you think Karyn did when her hero 

called and wanted to fly her out to visit him and 

his family?!  While home on leave in March, Ge-

hring and told her òhe was able to come home in 

time for his sonõs Eagle Scout ceremony.  He had 

spoken with his wife Chrissy and they came up 

with plan to fly me down to Texas to meet them 

over Veteran's Day weekend.ó Gehring con-

cluded the conversation saying they would work 

out the details later in the year.  Karyn didn't 

really give it a second thought, but MSGT Ge-

hring mentioned it again when he came home. 
  

òIn early October, I talked to Karyn and asked 

her if she would like to come down to Ft Hood 

as our guest for us to say ôThank You,õ for all she 

did for me,ó MSGT Gehring recalled recently.  

òWe decided Veterans Day would be perfect as I 

would have a long weekend, and what better 

time to say ôThank Youõ to someone who has 

spent an enormous amount of time making sure 

service members are still thought of?ó 
 

When MSGT Gehring later called Karyn at work 

to ask her for her birthday info so he and his 
wife could purchase her plane ticket, thatõs when 

it hit her.  òWOW this was real and it was going 

to happen!!!!  I was shocked, nervous, excited 

and very appreciative that they thought this 

much about me to do this,ó Karyn says, recalling 

her thoughts at the time. òI was/am very hum-

bled by the entire experience.ó  

When asked if he had a Angel story heõd like to 

share about Karyn, Gehring said, òNot sure if I 

could share just one Angel story.  Karyn has 

been my Angel for my last two deployments...She 

really is more than just my Angel; she has be-

come part of our family.  Karyn has stayed in 

contact with Christine and my boys throughout 

both deployments: cards, emails, phone calls and 

a handmade gift for my son's Eagle Scout cere-

mony.ó   
 

On Thursday, November 10, Karyn flew to 

Texas where she was greeted by her hero, 

MSGT Eric Gehring! He introduced me to sev-

eral family members and then they took her out 

to dinner.  Veteransõ Day itself was filled with 

tons of activities.  The Gehring familyñincluding 

Karynñwent to the flag ceremony at Central 

Texas Veteran's Cemetery.  Mrs. Gehring and 

their son marched in the Parade.  Karyn and the 

rest of Gehring family watched and then all went 

out for a bite to eat. 

Do you know whatõs in San Antonio just three 

hours south of the Gehrings?  The Soldiersõ An-

gels Support Center, which Karyn hadn't seen. 
 

On Saturday, with the help of Soldiersõ Angels 

staff member Mary LoPinto, Gehring arranged a 

tour of the SA warehouse for himself, his wife 

and Karyn.  òIt was awesome,ó recalled Karyn 

with enthusiasm. After a tour of the warehouse 

and a bite of lunch, Eric and Christine took 

Karyn to the nearby Alamo. 
 

You would think nothing could top meeting your 

hero and his family, going to a parade, taking a 
tour of the Soldiersõ Angels warehouse, and visit-

ing the Alamoé but Eric had one more surprise 

up his ACUõs.  What Karyn experienced on Sun-

day is best told in her own wordsé 
 

òWe went out to what I thought was going to be 

a quiet lunch, Eric surprised me by having Joshua  

Continued, page 6 

òI was 

shocked, 

nervous, 

excited & very 

appreciative.ó 
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Many adopting Angels 
are lucky enough to 

get a little gift from 
their soldiers.  But 
MSGT Gehring (r) 

went way above and 
beyond for his Angel, 
Karyn (l).  

In a carefully -planned 
surprise, MSGT Ge-

hring helped his Angel 
connect with another 
soldier she had 

adopted, Joshua Gregg 

and his family.  

Flying Angel 



having and not having an Angel] is that you get to 

learn that there are others that actually care 

about your well-being, other than friends, fami-

lies and other military members,ó says Wolfe.  

òSometimes they would be in sort of ôfunks,õ and 

as soon as they would get their mail you could 

see a change in them,ó says Wolfe, explaining 

how Angel support can brighten the day of any 

Marine.  òI know of so many members that didn't 

really get much mail or many care packages.  It 
made me happy when I would see those guys get 

stuff from stateside, from people they didn't even 

know.ó 
 

The Angel who adopted Wolfe helped him stay 

focused in many areas of his life and, even though 

he is currently stateside, they have stayed in 

touch. When asked for his favorite story about 

his Angel, Wolfe had no story.  òI don't really 

have a favorite story about my Angel because I 

cherish every one of them,ó he said. 

 

òThis life is in 

my blood; I 

couldn't do 

anything else.ó 
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Two Soldiers con-
nected by one angel:  

MSGT Gehring (r) 
introduced Joshua (l) 
to their fellow Angel 

as a surprise for her.  

Adopt a Hero and you 
can be their guardian 

òAngel,ó encouraging 
and support a hero 
throughout the chal-

lenges of deployment 
to a war zone.  

This monthõs Calling All 

Angels has a veterans 

theme, and for this 

monthõs hero, the Armed 

Forces run deep in his 

family of veterans. 
 

Since coming to Amer-

ica in the 1960õs, Jared 

Wolfeõs paternal side of 
the family has served in 

the Navy.  His mother 

also served in the Navy, 

though the rest of her side of the family served 

in the Army.  òDuring family gatherings and holi-

days, all I heard were stories of the older family 

membersõ times in the military, and war stories,ó 

says Wolfe.  òThis life is in my blood; I couldn't 

do anything else.ó  With a family full of Sailors 

and Soldiers, Wolfe decided shortly before 

graduating high school to change things upé he 

joined the Marines. 
 

It wasnõt until his second deployment that Wolfe 

found Soldiersõ Angels, òI actually didn't know 

about Soldier's Angels until I got a letter and care 

package from an amazing Angel,ó he recalls.  òA 

friend of mine had emailed me and asked if they 

could put my Marines and me on a website.  I 

said, ôsure,ó not really knowing what to expect.ó 
 

As many heroes have said before, when he first 

learned of Soldiersõ Angels, Wolfe thought it was 

an amazing idea.  òThe main difference [between 

ing this wonderful story to our attention., and a thank 

you to Soldiersõ Angel Karyn Maviano and MSGT Eric 

Gehring for the interviews and giving permission to 

use the pictures.  But most importantly, thank you to 

MSGT Eric Gehring for the sacrifices he has made 

and continues to make! 

Gregg and his  Familyñwife Katie, daughters   

Ashleigh and Tyler, and baby Abigail, whom I 

supported prior to adopting Ericñall at the res-

taurant.  They were there holding flowers and a 

banner sign that read, ôThank you for supporting 

our daddy.õ I was in shock!  The tears flowed yet 

again! I had never met any soldier that Iõd 

adopted, and now I had met two!!! It was so 

overwhelming and exciting. After lunch he took 

me to Ft. Hood for a tour of the 1st Cavalry 
Museum and the base. It was much bigger than I 

had ever imagined.ó 
 

What an AWESOME way for Karynõs fellow Angels 

to see that their heroes do appreciate what the An-

gels of Soldiersõ Angels do.  Angels know not to ex-

cept a reply, let alone a hero sending anything, but 

this proves that you just NEVER know... 
 

Thank you to Soldiersõ Angel Valerie Conley for bring-

Flying Angel (continued from pg 4) 

Interview with a Hero 



Angels keep busy with activities and fundraisers year 

round, but since September it seems like the Angels 

have been busier than ever before... 
 

In October, St. Thomas School of Corey, Penn-

sylvania held a donation drive to collect enough 

items to fill 125 òVet Packsó (backpacks) for 

homeless veterans, with extra items put into a 

one-time care package for deployed troops. 
 

òSt. Thomas holds two fundraiser events for the 

community each year,ó explains SA Community 

Network Coordinator Tammy Chappel.  òOurs 

was their first and 

we will be teaming 

up again at a later 

date. This school is 

pre-k through 6th 

grade, with 65 kids 

attending on a daily 

basis.ó  
 

The way St. Tho-

mas School found 

out about Soldiersõ 

Angels proves the 

adage that you 

truly just never 

know.  A teacher 

who works at St. 

Thomas had seen 

Tammy handing 

out flyers and took 

one.  òLo and behold, they called me, wanting me 

to stop by and pick up their goodies to be 

shipped,ó Tammy recalls.  The students each 

received a Soldiersõ Angel pencil, and a Golden 

wing Award will be presented to the school by a 

visiting service member at a later date. 
 

On November 6, Angels in Rhode Island and 

Massachusetts, along with friends and family, 

converged on the VFW Post 5392 in Tiverton, 

Rhode Island for a fun-filled day of stocking stuff-

ing and Christmas card signing.  Thankfully, 

Mother Nature cooperated.  òIt was a perfect 

New England autumn day for such a get-

togetherñsunny, in the 50'sé beautiful!ó Kim 

reported.  The Sgt Robert J. Barrett Post Office 

and their carriers donated Christmas cards to be 

signed for the troops.  With the help of 80 peo-
ple, 1,400 cards were signed and 114 stockings 

were filled to the brim with items the volunteers 

themselves had collected and donated. 
 

òAll who attended brought a dish for the pot-

luck lunch, and many brought items to include in 

the stockings,ó Kim reports.  òWe had many 

people helping to sign all the cards, as young as 

five years old and up to senior citizensñ

students, veterans, active duty, military families 

and Angels!ó  
 

In order to pay for the postage, they also held a 

Chinese auction for items that were donated by 

family and friends. All Angels in attendance were 

able to take a stuffed stocking for each of their 

adopted heroes, along with signed cards.  òWe 
had all kinds of goodies to put into the stockings, 

including candy conversation hearts in red, white 

and blue boxes donated by NECCO Co. in Re-

vere, MA,ó  Kim 

said. 
 

Kim believes  the 

Stocking Stuffing/

Christmas Card 

Signing could turn 

into an annual 

event, and sends 

her biggest òthank 

you to all who 

helped out and 

joined us in all the 

fun!!ó 
 

Some feedback 

from the Stocking 

Stuffing Party... 
 

Jackie Trudeau 

(Soldiers' Angel in 

Somerset, MA):  The stocking stuffer and card 

writing event for our heroes was absolutely awe-

some. It was great to see some of the other 

Angels in our area. I was overwhelmed with 

delight at the attention our soldiers are getting!!  
 

Paula Rezendes (Soldiers' Angel in Warren, RI: 

What a joyful day!! Any time Iõm among a wide 

range of ages, and ALL are having a wonderful 

time... I ask myself "Why can't very day be like 

this?"ñseeing as young as 4(ish) to great-

grandparent, standing in a line, holding stockings. 

laughing, waiting our turns to fill up with all the 

goodies!! We are blessed to be Angels!!  
 

Gail Fernandes (Soldiers' Angel in Tiverton, RI): 

It was an awesome day with a group of wonder-

ful loving, caring and giving people. It was amaz-
ing to see everyone just join together setting up, 

stuffing bags of candy, stuffing stockings, signing 

cards whatever needed to be done was done. 

You might of thought everyone did this everyday. 

It was an honor to be with this group of people. 
 

Fantastic work, Angels and Friends! 

òI was 

overwhelmed 

with delight at 

the attention 

our soldiers are 

getting!!ó 
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In October and No-

vember, Angels gath-

ered in Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island to do 

great things for the 
troops.  

About 80 Angels and 
other supporters gath-

ered in Rhode Island 
to stuff stockings and 
sign 1,400 cards for 

the troops.  

Heigh-ho, Heigh-ÐÚ )â á 0ÍÍ âÚ 8ÚÕäØâÌÌß 9Ì 'Ú 

https://www.facebook.com/jtrudeau3
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000691758301
https://www.facebook.com/gail.fernandes1


In October, SA 

Germany 

distributed 325 

sweatpants & 

hoodies at 

Landstuhl 

Hopsital.  
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Army Surgeon Gen-
eral Maj. Wertin from 

the 28th Combat Sup-
port Hospital sews up 
a Soldier's wound after 

he was hit by shrapnel 
during an insurgent 

attack in Mosul, Iraq.  

And there was lots of work to help with!  

 

In October, Soldiersô Angels distributed the 

following to our warriors at Landstuhl Hospital: 

325 sweatpants/hoodies, 380 t-shirts, underwear, 

socks, 150 lounge pants, 65 shorts, 200 knit caps, 

110 pairs shower shoes, 125 backpacks, 115lbs  

personal care items, 275 blankets, 300 calling 

cards, and much more. 
 

Our thanks to all who help support our 

wounded warriors who have sacrificed so much 

MOST-NEEDED ITEMS  
 

Landstuhl Hospital  

December 2011  
 

Thank you for your help with these items, listed in order of need. 

 

¶Sweatpants and Zippered Hoodie Sweatjackets (sizes M, L, XL, dark colors) 

¶Plain white undershirts  

 (sizes M, L, XL, crew neck) 

¶Men's Boxer-briefs (M, L, XL) 2nd choice boxers.  

¶Calling cards (60-minute domestic cards. International not necessary) 

¶Blankets of Hope 

 
One of our little volunteers carrying supplies from one hospital building to another.  

He was so proud to be helping the wounded soldiers!  Photo: Soldiersô Angels 

The ICU at Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Cen-

ter has incorporated 
the Soldiersõ Angels 
Logo into t -shirts cre-

ated by the staff.  

5ÚÕËÑÌßá  !ØÏÌÕá 'ÌßÖÈØë 



 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

 

On behalf of your Sewing Team Angelsñ

Maryann, Anita, Deb, Karen, Katie and editor 

extraordinaire Karenñwe wish you all a joy-

filled Christmas season and a Happy New Year. 

 

In the last few months, and most especially these 

last few weeks, your blankets have been arriving 

at our warehouses to be shipped to the war-

zones for Christmas and the cold winter months.  

The word from our staffs is how incredible the 

support is and how beautiful your blankets are!  

We all are in awe of the love and support that fill 

each box; it is tangible evidence that our heroes 

are loved and not forgotten. 

 

We are so grateful to all of you for the outpour-

ing of supportñparticularly at this time of year. 

So from our Team to you, your families, your 

friends and the heroes in your lives: a big thank 

you for your ongoing love and steadfast support. 

 

We are determined to be here for the long haul 

- so have a wonderful holiday and we'll see you 

in 2012!   

 
Love, 

 

 

Dee :) 

 

Dee Jerge, 

Vice President-Sewing Team 

 

  

Sewing Team Information & Contacts  
 

Please visit www.soldiersangels.org. On the left 

side of the home page click on "Teams and Pro-

jects," then on òSewing Team.ó 

 

Vice PresidentñSewing Team 

DirectorñBlankets of Hope 

Dee Jerge 

blanketsofhope@soldiersangels.org 

djerge@soldiersangels.org 

 

Sewing Team Newsletter 

Karen Giffin 

bohnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

GermanyñBlankets of Hope 

Maryann Phillips 

mphillips@soldiersangels.org 

 

Sand and Cooling Scarves 

Sand Scarves ð Anita Dice 

sandscarf@soldiersangels.org 

Cooling Scarves ð Deborah Delcorio 

coolscarf@soldiersangels.org 

 

Crafts Corner/Crochet Team  

Deborah Delcorio 

crochet@soldiersangels.org 
 

Operation Top Knot 

Karen Walaitis 

optopknot@soldiersangels.org 

 

Patriot Pillowcases 

Katie Williams 

djerge@soldiersangels.org 

òWe all are in 

awe of the love 

and support 

that fill each 

box.ó 
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The Sewing Team 
includes five sub -

teams putting their 
sewing (and even non -
sewing) skills to work.  

Check it out at 
www.soldiersangels.or
g/sewing-team.  

You donõt have to 

know how to sew to 

make a blanket!  

From the Sewing Team... 

http://www.soldiersangels.org

